
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



A 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Oflice 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box I4S0 

Alexandm, Virginta 22313-14S0 
www.u$pto.gov 



1 APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


1 ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/708,392 


02/27/2004 


Lydia Katrena Woltz 




2391 



39468 7590 03/23/2005 

LYDIA katrena WOLTZ 

2368 CONNALLY DRIVE 
EAST POINT, GA 30344 



EXAMINER 



MEISLIN, DEBRA S 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3723 

DATE MAILED: 03/23/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev, 10/03) 



• 


Application No. 
10/708.392 


Appllcant(s) 

W0LT2, LYDIA KATRENA 


Examiner 
Debra S Melslin 


Art Unit 

3723 





- r/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may t>e available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)!g| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

- 8)n Claim(s) ^ are subjectJo restriction and/or election requirement.. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomri PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)D Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) lEI Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary {PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 



5) 



Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-152) 



6) Li Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL.326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper NoiMail Date 20050316 
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1 . Claim 1 is rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out what Is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is 
an omnibus type claim. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

4. The structure of the device is not clear, from the specification and drawings, as to 
how the keys are turned simultaneously or independently. How are the legs attached to 
the master key? What structure allows the toggle switch "1" control the direction of 
rotation? What structure allows the toggle switch "2" control locking and unlocking of 
the master key? How does the device ''work like a multi-legged ratchet wrench"? A 
cross-sectional view of the master key is suggested. A drawing showing the connection 
between the legs and the master key is suggested. Appropriate correction is required. 
Applicant is cautioned against the inclusion of new matter. 
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5. The detailed description of the specification must include reference numbers for 
each relevant element shown in the drawings. Each figure of the drawings must include 
reference numbers as discussed in the specification. 

37CFR 171. Detailed description and specification of the invention. 

(a) The specification must include a written description of the invention or discovery and of 
the manner and process of making and using the same, and is required to be in such full, dear, 
concise, and exact temis as to enable any person skilled in the art or science to which the invention 
or discovery appertains, or with which it is most neariy connected, to make and use the same. 

(b) The specification must set forth the precise invention for which a patent is solicited, in 
such manner as to distinguish it from other inventions and from what is old. It must describe 
completely a specific embodiment of the process, machine, manufacture, composition of matter or 
improvement invented, and must explain the mode of operation or principle whenever applicable. The 
best mode contemplated by the Inventor of carrying out his invention must be set forth. 

(c) In the case of an improvement, the specification must particulariy point out the part or parts 

of the process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter to which the improvement relates, and 
the description should be confined to the specific improvement and to such parts as necessarily 
cooperate with it or as may be necessary to a complete understanding or description of it 

6. The drawings filed August 12, 2004 are approved by the examiner. However, the 
drawings do not disclose how the legs are attached to the master key, structure that 
allows the toggle switch "1" to control the direction of rotation, and structure which 
allows the toggle switch "2" to control locking and unlocking of the master key. A cross- 
sectional view of the master key is suggested. A drawing showing the connection 
between the legs and the master key is suggested. Applicant is cautioned against the 
inclusion of new matter. 

7. INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
Replacement Drawing Sheets 
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Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement sheets which incorporate 
the desired changes and which comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the 
changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments section, or 
remarks, section of the amendment paper. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1121(d). A replacement sheet must include 
all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must 
not be labeled as "amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted 
by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is 
notified. 

Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, 
and application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not 
been assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the 
front of each sheet and centered within the top margin. 

Annotated Drawing Sheets 

A marked-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, may-be submitted or required by the examiner. The annotated drawing 
sheet(s) must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Sheet" and must be presented in the 
amendment or remarks section that explains the change(s) to the drawings. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant Is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time period set 
in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). Failure to take corrective action within the set 
period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 

If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new 
drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period set for 
reply in the "Notice of Allowability." Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 for filing the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice 
of Allowability. 

8. The amendment to the specification, filed August 12, 2004, has not been 
entered. An amendment must be made in the following manner: 

MPEP 714 Amendments, Applicant's Action 

37 CFR 1.121. Manner of making amendments in application. 
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(a) Amendments in applications, other than reissue applications, are made by filing a paper, in compliance with § 1.52, 
directing that specified amendments t>e made. 

(b) Amendments to the specification, other than the claims must be made by adding, deleting or replacing a paragraph, 
by replacing a section, or by a substitute specification, in the manner specified in this section. 

(1 ) Amendment to delete, replace, or add a paragraph: Amendments to the specification, 
including amendment to a section heading or the title of the invention which are considered for 

« 

amendment purposes to be an amendment of a paragraph, must be made by submitting: 

(i) An instruction, which unambiguously identifies the location, to delete one or more 
paragraphs of the specification, replace a paragraph with one or more replacement paragraphs, or 

« 

add one or more paragraphs: 

(il) The full text of any replacement paragraph with markings to show alt the changes 
relative to the previous version of the paragraph. The text of any added subject matter must be 
shown by underlining the added text. The text of any deleted matter must be shown by strike- ' 
through except that double brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to 
show deletion of five or fewer consecutive charactei^.JThe text of a^^^ „ — . 

shown by being placed within double brackets If strikethrough cannot be easily perceived; 

(iii) The full text of any added paragraphs without any underiining; and; 

(iv) The text of a paragraph to be deleted must not be presented with strike-through or 
placed within double brackets. The instruction to delete may Identify a paragraph by its paragraph 
number or include a few words from the beginning, and end, of the paragraph, if needed for 
paragraph identification purposes. 

(2) Amendment by replacement section . If tiie sections of the spedfication contain section 
headings as provided in § 1.77(b), § 1.154(b). or § 1.163(c). amendments to the specification, other 
than the claims, may be made by submitting: 

(i) A reference to the section heading along witii an instiuction, which unambiguously 
identifies the location, to delete that section of the specification and to replace such deleted section 
with a replacement section; and; 

(ii) A replacement section with maricings to show all changes relative to the previous 
version of the section. The text of any added subject matter must be shown by underiining the 
added text The text of any deleted matter must be shown by stiike-through except that double 
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brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer 
consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being placed within 
double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. 

(3) Amendment by substitute specification . The specification, other than the claims, may also 
be amended by submitting: 

(i) An Instruction to replace the specification; and 

(ii) A substitute specification in compliance with § 1 .125(b) and (c). 

(4) Reinstatement of previously deleted paragraph or section . A previously deleted 
paragraph or section may be reinsteted only by a subsequent amendment adding the previously 
deleted paragraph or section. 

(5) Presentation in subsequent amendment document . Once a paragraph or section is 
amended in a first amendment document, the paragraph or section shall not be represented in a 
subsequent amendment document unless it is amended again or a substitute specification is 

- - -provided. - ----- , — _ 

(c) Claims . Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim with all changes ( 
e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except when the claim is being canceled. 
Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing daim, cancellation of an existing 
claim or addition of a new claim, must include a complete listing of ail claims ever presented, 
including the text of all pending and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including 
the text of the claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, 
in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its daim 
number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: (Original), (Currently 
amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not entered). 

(1 ) Claim listing. All of the daims presented in a daim listing shall be presented in ascending 
numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of "canceled " or "not entered " may be 
aggregated into one statement ( e.g., Claims 1 -5 (canceled)). The daim listing shall commence on a 
separate sheet of the amendment document and the sheet(s) that contein the text of any part of the 
daims shall not contain any other part of the amendment 
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(2) When daim text with markings is required. All claims bemg cunently amended In an 
amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a status of "currently amended. ' 
and be submitted with markings to Indicate the changes that have been made relative to the 
immediate prior version of the claims. The text of any added subject matter must be shown by 
underiining the added text. The text of any deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except 
that double brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of 
five or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 
placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims having the 
status of "currently amended, " or 'V/ithdrawn " if also being amended, shall include mari^ings. If a 
withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim listing may be identified as Withdrawn 
— currently amended. " 

(3) When daim text in dean version Is required. The text of all pending dalms not being 
currently amended shall be presented in the daim listing in dean version, i.e.. without any martcings 
in the presentation of text. The presentation of a dean version of any daim having the status of 
"original. " "withdrawn " or* "previously presented " will constitute an assertion that it has not been 
changed relative to the immediate prior version, except to omit maridngs that may have been present 
in the immediate prior version of the daims of the status of "Svithdrawn " or "previously presented. 

" Any daim added by amendment must be indicated with the status of "new " and presented in clean 
version, i.e., without any underiining. 

(4) When daim text shall not be presented; canceling a daim. 

(I) No daim text shall be presented for any daim in the daim listing with the status of 
"canceled " or "not entered. * 

(ii) Cancellation of a daim shall be effected by an instruction to cancel a particular daim 
number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing as "canceled " will constitute an 
instruction to cancel the daim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled daim. A daim which was previously canceled may 
be reinstated only by adding the daim as a "new " daim with a new daim number. 

(d) Drawings. One or more application drawings shall be amended in ttie following manner 
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Any changes to an application drawing must be In compliance with § 1 .84 and must be submitted 
on a replacement sheet of drawings which shall be an attachment to the amendment document and, 
in the header, labeled "Replacement Sheet. ' Any replacement sheet of drawings shall Include all of 
the figures appearing on the Immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
amended. All changes to the drawing(s) shall be explained, in detail. In either the drawing amendment 
or remari^s section of the amendment paper. 

(1 ) A mart^ed-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, may be included. The marked-up copy must be cleariy labeled as "Annotated 
Mari^ed-up Drawings " and must be presented in the amendment or remarks section that explains the 
change to the drawings. 

(2) A martced-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations Indicating the 
changes made, must be provided when required by the examiner. 

(e) Disclosure consistency. The disclosure must be amended, when required by the Office, to 
- conrectinaccurades of description and definition, and to secure substantial con^espondence between 
the claims, the remainder of the specification, and the drawings. 

(0 No new matter. No amendment may introduce new matter into the disclosure of an 
application. 

(g) Exception for examiner's amendments. Changes to the specification, including the claims, 
of an application made by the Office in an examiner's amendment may be made by specific 
instructions to insert or delete subject matter set forth in the examiner's amendment by identifying 
the precise point in the specification or the claim(s) where the insertion or deletion is to be made. 
Compliance with paragraphs (b)(1). (b)(2). or (c) of this section is not required. 

(h) Amendment sections. Each section of an amendment document ( e.g., amendment to the 
claims, amendment to the specification, replacement drawings, and remartcs) must begin on a 
separate sheet 

(i) Amendments in reissue applications. Any amendment to the description and claims in 
reissue applications must be made in accordance with § 1.173. 
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(j) Amendments in reexamination proceedings. Any proposed amendment to the description 
and claims in patents involved in reexamination proceedings must be made in accordance with § 
1.530. 

(k) Amendments in provisional applications. Amendments in provisional applications are not 
usually made. If an amendment is made to a provisional application, however, it must comply with 
the provisions of this section. Any amendments to a provisional application shall be placed In the 
provisional application file but may not be entered. 

4 

9. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Debra S Meislin whose telephone number is 571 272- 
4487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, alt. Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



supervisor. Joseph Hail can be reached on 571 272-4485. The fax phone number for 




Debra S Meislin 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 3723 



March 16, 2005 



